MARLBOROUGH
licentious and the most inconstant of women. From the King
down to Jacob Hail she dispensed her favours according to the
passion or the fancy of the moment. She was as liberal of her
purse as of her person, and Marlborough, a needy and handsome
ensign, no doubt shared both. But it is a mere misuse of
language to charge Churchill with receiving " infamous wages '*
or to say that he was ** kept by the most profuse, imperious, and
shameless of harlots " because he entertained a daring and
successful passion for the beautiful mistress of the King.1
Between these various accounts the reader must choose
according to his temperament and inclination. We have
presented the facts, edifying or otherwise, as they are known.
They can best be judged in the war-time setting which further
chapters afford.
1 J. Paget, The Nw " Examtn? No. I, " Lord Miiosuilay s&iul the l>uU< ol M.ul-
borough" (1861), reprinted in Paradoxes and Pu%tfes (1^74).